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Aqua Mail – A Versatile Android Email Client

I have been using and traveling with an Asus Transformer Infinity TF700 Android Tablet (running Jelly Bean 4.1.1) for several months now and still love it. (I also still use and travel with a borrowed Ipad2, and also find it quite good.)  One thing I like about the Asus Tablet is that it comes with an included tablet based email client (from a Company called XCome) that can collect email from all my mail systems (2 ISP and 1 Gmail). This very nicely emulates the way the various Microsoft email clients that I use work in XP, Vista and Windows 7. It has one problem however – when you are sending an email it is not possible (on the fly) to change the mailbox that you are sending an email from. For

example, if you receive an email on a Hargray account and hit reply, the tablet mail client will automatically send it from that same Hargray account, and not let you change it. (It appears that the original XCome client had the ability to change sending accounts

at this point, but it was disabled in bringing it to the Asus tablet.)

That is OK at home. But because of the way Hargary operates their email system, they will bounce the reply if you are traveling and located in a non-Hargray domain such as a distant hotel. Hence, I have to switch senders before I can reply to that incoming mail and use a non-Hargray account. (For those interested, I wrote about this Hargray quirk and a work-around in a Gadget Corner several years ago. I can send a copy if anyone wants it.)
I spent some time searching for Android Email clients that permitted dynamic sender selection and found several well reviewed ones. After a bit of looking, including user comments, documentation and support, I decided to try the top one resulting from my

Search - Aqua Mail (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.kman.AquaMail&hl=en).

The almost full version is available free. It is limited to 2 email systems and has a small advertisement in  the signature line. For $4.95, you can upgrade to the Pro version, which eliminates the limit of two systems, and the advertisement.
After about a week of use, I have found that it does everything I want. It installs and sets up easily, can POP3 or IMAP mail from existing servers, permits dynamically changing

the sending email system (the feature I needed), and works intuitively.     
One thing I really like is that it is useful almost immediately with good default settings,

Yet has a vast array of controls for when you get more confident and really want to tinker.

There is a very good video on Youtube (www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2vzuElEBXA) showing many of its features in operation on a Galaxy S3 phone. That video helped me decide to try this system. I am currently using the Pro version with 2 Hargray and 1 Gmail accounts.
By the way: Whenever I am in search of new hardware or software gadgets I usually check the reviews and comments on Amazon, and search for any videos on Youtube. These are both tremendous research tools.
Second by the way: The 4.8” Galaxy S3 phone in the video above looks awesome!  Over the holidays I used a Galaxy Note II phone with a 5.5”” screen, and can now see that my next phone will be large! A 6.1” version is rumored. These things, which seem to be an emerging cross breed between a phone and a tablet, are called Phablets.
Watching Movies in Hotels 

We did a lot of traveling recently, and I noticed that frequently we are back in our hotel room by 8-9 PM, staring at a large flat screen TV with dozens of channels of junk to watch. I thought to myself: “All those new hotel TVs have accessible HDMI ports. I should be able to plug my tablet into it and watch movies of my choice.”  As with many facets of entertainment video however, the technology part of the problem is the easy part. There are many other things that will impede your goal. To explore the topic, I started to try to find answers to the simple question: Given that I usually carry a tablet and a bit of electronics on a trip, how could I legally watch movies of my choice on the hotel TV?
When I work on a complex topic like this, I find it useful to assemble everything I know and don’t know in some sort of organized table, and then try to fill in the blanks. The table on the next page - a work in progress, is my second draft attempt at this. In reviewing an earlier version via email and at an HHICC Geeks lunch, several methods that I had missed were suggested. Many thanks to club members, especially Hugh

Dinwiddie. Also, thanks to Harold Hauer, who kindly volunteered to run the very useful test data shown below in item 2. Hopefully this early version of the table will be useful and stimulate additional data and ideas. While my focus was hotel TVs, many of the techniques below will also be useful in home setups. I hope to update this chart later in the year based on your inputs and new industry developments.

As I indicated, there is no easy solution, but there seem to be lots of interesting gadgets to watch. I’ll plan to update this table later in the year.
* Some interesting devices and rumors have come out of the CES show. For example, the Panasonic DMP-MS10 and DMP-MST60 have Roku-like capabilities while being able to use Miracast, which lets Android mobile devices (some devices using Android 4.2 or higher), stream content directly to the box like Airplay. It is my estimate that Roku will not give up this market.
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[image: image2.jpg]Table 1~ Overview of Methods for Watching a Movie of Your Choice on a Hotel TV

Wethod

Comments

T Pack aSmATDVD player s
hook 1o hotel TV.

Pros Easy a7 TE3UTeS Tow preparaton —LST Fiow GS T SUTEase 3T
last minute. Low cost playets start around $26. Simple. Independint of
bad or o WiFi connecton t hotel or on & Ship or aiplane.

Cons: £dds 1-3 pounds plus some bulk o suicase.

R Your o ToVE &
memory and watch on tabiet,
orpipe ffom tabiet o hotel TV.

Frost o o8 WeighT o BUK SAeE TalEl = on 7 anyway. Shoud be
Iegal under fair use ofyour own disc. Indzpendent of bad or no Wi
connection athotelor on aship or aiplane.

Cons: ore §me and pre-preparation steps before ip fodecode and
assemble selected DVD o memory. In an expeiment run by Harold
Hayer, Lsing a 34 GrizIntel Core 17 Mac and Handbrake software, it
ook a ot of 43 minutes fodecode and move a 2 hour and 7 minute.
commertial DVD fo his [Pad 2. Ul tabiethas HDMI oupus,
acdiional hardware vill be needed fo get o TV,

5gTE FTay o7 TTohes
renta, e

Prost 30 days Form e e of el 1 WAleh your Fove, 37 28 FOUs
(inhe US) or 43hours (dsewhers) after youve strted viewing o finish
it Ifpredownlosd, independent of bad or no Wi-F comnection athotel or
on aship or aplane.

Cons: Must waieh wihin 24 hours from start- a potental probie for
ong movies tatyou might want fo waich over 2 nighis. Unless tablet
as HDI ouput, aacitional hardvare (& Apple TV) wil be neded o
get 1o TV. Somevhat imited choices of movies.

T STaTpoaBE DVD opieaT
diive for tablt,

Prost Nene. SmATUSE connected DVD Ghves avalaBle, BUT. 568
Gons beow.

Cons: Will ot work for encrypted commercial movie DVD’'s per ruesof
the DVD Forum. (My guess & hat helssueis a fear of piracy.) Ths,
requies method 2 b decypt. In hat case use of a memory sick or pre-
loa takes less bulkiweght han an optcaldrive.

e FUBIFTa7er TE}
Samsung SE 208 BW, a DVD
Player that Wi.Fl sveams.
content o tatletor phone.)

Pros: Easy and requres ow preparaton —LsT Frow OIS T SUTEase 37
last minute. ncependent of bac or o Wi connecton athotel o on
ship or ifplane. Software or Anchoid and I0S avalable.

Cons: Smal, but adds weight and bulk o sucase. Reported complex
Setup. WILFI may not be iseablein arplanes.

& Koy o squvaeT

Prost Izpendent of et and Can Siream Fom CAINE SEVEes (568
method 3 above) ifeasonable speed WLFI s avalable. Higher end
"Roky model can accept USBstick and hence aso tse method 2 above.
Cons: Weignt, Buk.





